
GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION No 8/2009 
of 27 May 

 
MEASURES AGAINST INFLUENZA A 

 
Whereas influenza (A) pandemic is currently under way, although no suspect cases have 
so far been recorded in Timor-Leste; 
 
Bearing in mind the high mortality rate of the aforementioned condition in Mexico, 
where the first outbreak was recorded, as well as the first confirmed fatality in the United 
States of America; 
 
Whereas the influenza A virus can be easily transmitted and the symptoms of the disease 
are similar to those of common human influenza; 
 
Bearing in mind the fact that the World Health Organisation (WHO) has raised the 
pandemic influenza phase to level 5, which requires all countries to activate their 
respective plans to respond to a medical emergency; 
 
Bearing in mind, in particular, that WHO has recommended that countries without any 
recorded cases of influenza A should strengthen sanitary controls at their borders and the 
medical surveillance of patients showing symptoms usually associated with the 
aforementioned condition; 
 
The National Emergency Group for Influenza A, comprising the Minister of Health and 
representatives of the various components of the health sector, has decided on a series of 
measures to be adopted to address the risk of the influenza A pandemic spreading to 
Timor-Leste; 
 
Thus, the Government hereby resolves the following, pursuant to article 115(1)(c) of the 
Constitution of the Republic: 
 

1. To organise, through the Ministry of Health, the distribution of information 
leaflets at points of entry into the country, namely at the national airport, ports and 
the Batugade and Salele border posts. Such leaflets shall include the national 
medical emergency telephone number, the place to which individuals should go if 
they have the described symptoms and the type of medical assistance that is 
available; 

 
2. To remind the population though the media about regular hygiene habits such as 

washing one’s hands, and to discourage intercontinental travel, especially to 
Mexico; 

 
3. To liaise with the prevention and screening centres established in Darwin, 

Kupang, Bali and Singapore through the Secretariat of State for Security in order 
to ensure a rigorous control of passengers coming from those locations; 



 
4. To set up a screening room at Hospital Nacional Guido Valadares in Dili, 

equipped with a national medical emergency telephone line, a medical team on 
stand-by as well as the necessary medical supplies, such as medical tests and 
protection masks, to be purchased by the Ministry of Health; 

 
5. To set up a quarantine room for patients infected with influenza A virus; 

 
6. To increase the surveillance of patients showing symptoms usually associated 

with influenza; 
 

7. To keep the quarantine measures with respect to imports of pork meat and pork-
based derivatives. 

 
 

 
Adopted by the Council of Ministers on 27 April 2009 
 
To be published. 
 
The Prime Minister, 
 
Kay Rala Xanana Gusmão  


